NOT CONCERNED WITH ANY ATTRIBUTE

"The one whom you so justly name fades for
the moment out of our concern. Burdened with a
secret mission he journeys to Hing-poo, nor does
the Mandarin Shan Tien hold another court until
the day of his return."

"That gives a breathing-space of time to our
ambitions ? "

" So much is assured. Yet even in that a subtle
clanger lurks. Certain contingencies have become
involved in the recital of your admittedly ingenious
stories which the future unfolding of events may
not always justify. For instance, the very specu-
lative Shan Tien, casting his usual moderate limit
to the skies, has accepted the Luminous Insect as
a beckoning omen, and immersed himself deeply
in the chances of every candidate bearing the
name of Lao, Ting, Li, Tzu, Sung. Chu, Wang or
Chin. Should all these fail incapably at the trials
a very undignified period in the Mandarin's general
manner of expressing himself may intervene."

" Had the time at the disposal of this person
been sufficiently enlarged he would not have
omitted the various maxims arising from the tale,"
admitted Kai Lung, with a shadow of remorse.
4 That suited to the need of a credulous and ill-
balanced mind would doubtless be the proverb:
*He who believes in gambling will live to sell his
sandals/ It is regrettable if the well - intending
Mandarin took the wrong one. Fortunately
another moon will fade before the results are
known-----"

"In the meantime," continued the maiden, in-
dicating by a glance that what she had to relate
was more essential to the requirements of the
moment than anything he was saying, " Shan Tien
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